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A Force for Good: Dining in the Dark 2025 Raises Nearly $260,000
CABVI’s 9th Annual Dining in the Dark: May the Force Be with You on November 15 was a great success. The room was filled with creative costumes and strong enthusiasm throughout the night. We proudly honored this year’s Barney H. Kroger Humanitarian Award recipient, The McFarland Family of Make A Change Foundation.
Guests enjoyed auctions, a wine pull, and our popular bucket of cheer raffle. Emcees Natalie Jones (Q102) and Anna Marie (B105) helped guide the evening, and Jeffrey Ferreira shared his story about how CABVI’s services have supported him in adapting to vision loss.
Thanks to our community’s generosity, the event raised nearly $260,000 to help individuals adapt to vision loss. Special thanks to Hard Rock Casino, our Presenting Sponsor.
We look forward to celebrating our 10th Anniversary Dining in the Dark: Follow the Yellow Brick Road on November 7, 2026 at Hard Rock Casino Event Center. For sponsorship information, please contact Aaron Bley at 513-487-4233.
Photo: CABVI Client Ambassador Jeffrey Ferreira of Hilton Cincinnati Netherland Plaza shares his story at Dining in the Dark 2025.
Photo: President/CEO Teri Shirk gathers on stage with Award Honoree Casey McFarland and Board Chair Tim Smith.
Photo: RSM’s Jeff Landeen, CABVI Chief Financial Officer Monica Braddock, Matthew Landeen, RSM’s Krystle Fay, and RSM’s Daniel Snipes gather for a photo at Dining in the Dark.
A Message from the President/CEO
CABVI wrapped up 2025 with gratitude and cheer, celebrating our many clients, volunteers, donors, and employees. Community outreach expanded and CABVI stepped up to offer our clients greater access to expanding technology. “Typing Tuesdays” reached beyond our employees to offer community members computer skills training. These new community supports combined with skills training and adaptive equipment helped thousands of individuals be successful at home and at work.
CABVI increased employment services with over 80 individuals with vision loss employed during 2025. VIE Ability continued to grow with expanded employment opportunities for individuals with vision loss in office product sales. Manufacturing, with its reliance on federal sales, had a challenging year particularly during the government shutdown. While sales faltered, classification folders and gadget assembly found some footing to bring more work hours to the agency. The agency is built on resiliency and is looking forward to rebounding orders in 2026. With each passing year, CABVI strives to identify and meet the needs of individuals with vision loss. Our strategic plan calls for expanded impact across all service areas and the agency continues to make advances on that vision. It is with confidence that we enter 2026, resolved to strengthen our mission.
—Teri J. Shirk
C-Suite Award Winner
CABVI is pleased to announce that Chief Mission Officer, Aaron Bley, has been named a 2025 C-Suite Award winner by the Cincinnati Business Courier. The C-Suite Awards celebrate Greater Cincinnati executives whose leadership drives innovation, impact, and community growth. Aaron’s award recognizes his outstanding efforts to advance accessibility, inclusion, and opportunities for individuals who are blind or visually impaired. 
CABVI is proud to have Aaron serving on the leadership team for more than a decade and thrilled to see his dedication to CABVI’s mission recognized alongside so many remarkable regional leaders. 
Photo: CABVI Chief Mission Officer Aaron Bley with CABVI Board Chair Tim Smith at the C-Suite Award Program. 
iOS Explained Workshop
CABVI Assistive Technology team lead five sessions of a new iOS Simplified & Explained program, demonstrating what’s new with iOS! Attendees got hands-on tips to start building confidence with their iPhones and iPads. Each session was well attended, with the largest session at nearly 50 people!
Photo: Assistive Technology Instructor Larry Klug doing an iOS demo.
Recent Guests to the Agency
We were honored to welcome State Representative Adam Mathews to CABVI! Visits with leaders in our community are valuable opportunities to highlight the importance of inclusion and employment in our area while sharing our programs and services that support individuals with vision loss.
In October, volunteers from the Cincinnati Rotary Club 17 “Do Days” helped CABVI prepare an annual campaign mailer.  We’re grateful for their time and proud to partner with such a dedicated group.
Photo: CABVI President/CEO Teri Shirk, State Rep Adam Mathews, and CABVI Chief Mission Officer Aaron Bley gather for a photo during a visit at CABVI. 
Photo: Group of volunteers from Rotary "Do Days" gather for a photo at CABVI.
Celebrating Music and Growth at CABVI's Music Recital
On September 27, CABVI hosted a wonderful Annual Music Recital with students showcasing their growth through music therapy. Each performance was amazing, and CABVI is proud to be a part of each individual’s journey with music therapy making a huge difference in their lives. A big thank you to the performers, the audience of families and friends, and our CABVI team for making this event a success!
Photo: Father of CABVI client Imara Rolland, Imara, and her mother playing chimes and drums at CABVI's Music Recital.
Pathways to Independence: CABVI Summer Transition Camp
CABVI held a Transition Age Youth Camp in July that included a youth working experience at the Cincinnati Museum Center. For many participants, this was an introduction into the possibilities of moving into adult opportunities following high school graduation. 
Round Up for CABVI
The Blinds Done Right company has graciously offered a round-up for CABVI program resulting in nearly $2,000 raised to support CABVI’s services. Please let us know if your company is interested in participating in a round-up program to benefit CABVI’s services to help individuals adapt to severe vision loss. 
Thank You for Making a Difference Through Grants!
· William Albers Fund 
· American Council of the Blind of Ohio, Greater Cincinnati Chapter
· George and Mary Jo Budig Family Foundation
· Charles H. Dater Foundation 
· Susan S. and Willaim A. Friedlander Fund of the Greater Cincinnati Foundation
· Greater Cincinnati Foundation
· National Industries for the Blind
· Magnified Giving
· Millstone Fund
· The Harold C. Schott Foundation
· The Spaulding Foundation
· The Michael Wibold Wilger Foundation
Need Office Supplies?
CABVI is working to create more service sector jobs for people who have vision loss through our office supply website called VIE-Ability.org. With 50,000+ items available, customers are pleased with our very competitive prices, delivery within 1 to 3 business days, and no minimums. For more information, please visit our website at VIE-Ability.org or call (513) 487-4515.  
Thank You to Our 2025 Dining in the Dark Sponsors!
Your support helps build brighter futures for people with vision loss.
Presenting Sponsor
· Hard Rock Casino
Diamond Sponsor
· Essendant
Yearlong Sponsors
· Brandience
· Faith Financial Advisors Inc.
· First Financial Bank
· Kemba Credit Union
· Shurtape Technologies
· Taft Law
· Vorys
Platinum Sponsors
· CEI
· Encore Technologies
· Fifth Third
· Olberding
· P&G
· RSM
Gold Sponsors
· 3M
· ABH Manufacturing
· Concentric Wealth Management
· Cypress
· Deaconess Associations Inc.
· Gebesa
· Horan Wealth
· Kroger
· Metro
· Millennium Business Systems
· Oswald
· PNC
· PDQ
Gift Sponsor
· Galerie Candy & Gifts
Printing Sponsors
· Krieg Offset

Cincinnati Association for the Blind & Visually Impaired 
2045 Gilbert Avenue Cincinnati, OH 45202 
513-221-8558 
cincyblind.org 
CABVI is an Affirmative Action Employer and an Equal Opportunity Employer and Service Provider.
We have partnerships with the following:
· Association for Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired
· National Association for the Employment of People Who Are Blind
· United Way, Butler County 
· National Industries for the Blind
· International Association of Audio Information Services
· Vision Service Alliance
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