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Stepping On Fall Prevention Program in Partnership with TriHealth
Earlier this year, CABVI was pleased to host and participate in a 7-session Stepping On Fall Prevention program in partnership with TriHealth. Throughout the program, participants strengthened their balance and mobility, learned practical ways to reduce fall risks, explored how vision loss, safe footwear, and medication management can impact safety, and practiced hands-on skills for navigating everyday environments with confidence. From strength-building exercises to real-world mobility strategies, each session offered tools to support safer, more independent living. 
We’re grateful to our guest speakers, Stephanie Lambers and Krista Jones, and our partners at TriHealth for helping make this meaningful experience possible.
Photo: CABVI clients at Stepping On Fall Prevention working with Stephanie Lambers of TriHealth
Photo: CABVI Rehabilitation Services Clinical Lead Kathy Kessler showing a client tactile pill boxes
Photo: Clients participating in mobility exercises at a Stepping On Fall Prevention session
A Message from the President/CEO
CABVI welcomed the Dog Days of Summer in early June with Fun Fest at Washington Park. This featured tons of family activities, immersive events to educate the community about vision loss, and The Netherton Varner Band playing live music. Participants were abundantly enthusiastic, helping us raise funds to support CABVI’s services. Team members also connected at our Dining on Dogs cookout in June. We all finished off the month with a visit to West Side Brewing for a taste of Braille Ale and the opportunity to visit with 300 of our closest supporters while raising awareness about the challenges of vision loss. 
In May, we had a great day at Great American Ball Park for Abilities at Bat Day, and we completed first floor renovations at our Gilbert location, creating a second low vision exam room and updated office and conference space with support from local foundations. Many clients are now aligning with CABVI clinicians to complete a new comprehensive evaluation to plan all of their service goals. 
Summer, with the break from school, will continue bringing all of our Youth Services to the forefront. We will be offering a Summer Youth Work Experience in collaboration with the Cincinnati Museum Center, giving students a chance to work in a supported environment, all while earning their first paycheck. We will also be seeing more students during our Summer Transition Camp, as they learn about volunteer opportunities, wellness, and leisure.
CABVI is so appreciative of all the community support we receive. We invite you to reach out anytime for a tour of our services. Thank you!
—Teri J. Shirk
Coffee Talks: Conversations That Make a Difference
Navigating Housing Support After Vision Loss
Thanks to everyone who joined us on April 3 for 
our Coffee Talk on housing resources and rights for individuals affected by vision loss. We were grateful to welcome Housing Opportunities Made Equal (HOME) of Greater Cincinnati, who shared valuable information about Fair Housing protections, 
Ohio landlord-tenant rights, and ways to request accommodations for visual impairments. Events like this help ensure members have the tools and support needed to secure safe, accessible housing with confidence.
Understanding Diabetic Retinopathy
On May 22, CABVI’s Dr. Morgan provided a presentation on diabetic retinopathy for our second Coffee Talk of 2026. She explained how the eyes and vision work and discussed the stages, symptoms, risk factors, and diagnostic testing associated with the condition. This session was full of practical information to help individuals better understand and protect their eye health.
Photo: Coffee Talk attendees listening to CABVI's Dr. Morgan talk about diabetic retinopathy
115th Annual Meeting: Transforming Lives, One Story at a Time
CABVI's 2026 Annual Meeting was held at Hard Rock Casino on April 23. Teri Shirk, President/CEO, and Tim Smith, Board Chair, led the meeting. Special recognition was given to outgoing board members Deborah Kendrick, Norma Rashid, and Benjamin Rosensweet. Robin Chadwick was acknowledged as a returning trustee for a three-year term. John Tolos received the 2026 Legacy Leadership Award for his service as a board member and ambassador to help CABVI receive major funding through the Lions Club of Western Hills. CABVI recognized the following honorees: 
· Loveth Omafuaire, ETS Champion Award from National Industries for the Blind (NIB)
· Larry Klug, Milton J. Samuelson Award Nominee
· April Ridener, Bradley L. Kaylor Blind Employee of the Year
Photo: CABVI President/CEO Teri Shirk on stage at the Annual Meeting with April Ridener, recipient of the Bradley L. Kaylor Blind Employee of the Year Award
Abilities at Bat Day with the Reds
On May 9, CABVI participated in Abilities at Bat with the Reds at Great American Ball Park to celebrate and promote inclusion in the Greater Cincinnati region. This annual special game day highlights people of all abilities and brings our community together for an unforgettable game day experience. Thank you to everyone who supported CABVI through ticket purchases and attendance!
Photo: CABVI volunteers and team members walking in the on-field parade at Abilities at Bat Day
CABVI Volunteer Event
On April 25, CABVI celebrated its many wonderful volunteers with a special event recognizing years of service and, as an appreciation gift, a special reusable water bottle for volunteers to use (to help reduce plastic bottles going into the landfills). Some client stories were highlighted and raffle prizes were given to lucky winners as well!
Pathways to Independence: CABVI Summer Transition Camp
CABVI held a Transition Age Youth Camp in July that included a youth working experience at the Cincinnati Museum Center. For many participants, this was an introduction into the possibilities of moving into adult opportunities following high school graduation. 
Thank You for Making a Difference!
· The American Council of Ohio, Greater Cincinnati Chapter
· H.G., H.F. & Louise Tuechter Dornette Foundation, Fifth Third Bank, N.A. Trustee
· Edelweiss Foundation
· The Ettlinger Memorial Trust Fund
· Susan S. and William A. Friedlander Fund of the Greater Cincinnati Foundation
· Lions Club of Oxford
· National Industries for the Blind (NIB)
· Ohio Valley Foundation, Fifth Third Bank, N.A. Trustee
· RSM US Foundation
· Scripps Howard Foundation
· The Unnewehr Foundation
· Western & Southern Financial Fund
Fun Fest 2026
On Saturday, June 6, at Washington Park, CABVI hosted the fifth annual Fun Fest ’26, a free to attend, accessible event benefiting our mission of empowering people who are blind or visually impaired with opportunities to seek independence. This family-friendly event featured sensory games, cornhole, an online auction, and live music from The Netherton Varner Band as well as food trucks and raffles.
Photo: The Netherton Varner Band playing at Fun Fest 2026
Photo: CABVI team member Adrianne Ongolea and her son, Vili, with Gapper at Fun Fest
Thank You to Our Generous Event Sponsors!
Your support helps build brighter futures for people with vision loss.
· Brandience
· Blinds Done Right
· Cincinnati Eye Institute
· Faith Financial Advisors Inc.
· Shurtape
· Taft Law
· First Financial Bank
· Kemba Credit Union
· Delta Gamma
· Five Star Breaktime Solutions
· Imbus Roofing Co, Inc.
· Gebesa
· Rhino Exteriors
· Lahke Total Homes Comey & Shepherd
Need Office Furniture? 
Shopping with VIE Ability makes a difference! Your purchase supports CABVI employees with vision loss while providing outstanding local service and competitive pricing on office and janitorial supplies, office furniture, and more. Shop today at vie-ability.org! 
Save the Date
· September 15: Braille Bourbon at Northside Distilling from 5-7pm
· November 7: Dining in the Dark at Hard Rock Casino from 6-11pm
Cincinnati Association for the Blind & Visually Impaired 
2045 Gilbert Avenue Cincinnati, OH 45202 
513-221-8558 
cincyblind.org 
CABVI is an Affirmative Action Employer and an Equal Opportunity Employer and Service Provider.
We have partnerships with the following:
· Association for Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired
· National Association for the Employment of People Who Are Blind
· United Way, Butler County 
· National Industries for the Blind
· International Association of Audio Information Services
· Vision Service Alliance
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